	EARLY WARNING BULLETIN FOR FOOD SECURITY
No. 2014/11                   IN THE GAMBIA            Period: August 11-20, 2014


	        [image: image1.png]


  Government of The Gambia
	Produced and Published by The Gambia National Multidisciplinary Working Group
Focal Point: Department of Water Resources

TEL: (+220) 4227631 / 4224122 / 8905229 - FAX: (+220) 422 50 09   
E-MAIL: dwr@mofwrnam.gov.gm  /  WEB: www.mofwrnam.gov.gm 
	[image: image2.png]





1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The average surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary separating northern cold dry winds from southern warm moist winds) during this dekad lies over central Mauritania, northern Mali, sloping towards central Niger, central Chad and onto Sudan.

Convective systems leading to rain and thunderstorms affected countries south of the ITD, which include the Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso and Gulf of Guinea states.

1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

Variable cloudy, warm, humid, Thunderstorms and / or rains affected the country during the period.

1.3 WEATHER   OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (21st – 31st August)

Variable cloudy, warm, humid atmosphere with occasional scattered to widespread rain-showers and thunderstorms are expected to affect the country during the dekad.The wet weather phenomena will be moderate to heavy between 21st – 23rd and 25th -27th and 30th  respectively. 

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
 It is a tradition that August is always expected to be a raining month here in the Gambia. The rainfall situation in this dekad confirmed just that especially in the Western Part of the country, whereas Banjul recorded 155.3mm as decadal total and Yundum Airport recorded 293.5mm (highest in dekad). In the Middle Third dekadal totals vary between 42.0mm in Janjanbureh to 64.6mm in Kaur, while in the Eastern Third dekadal were 29.1mm and 48.4mm in Fatoto and Basse respectively.(figure 1a).This situation is good for both crops and pastures but would not favour farming activities in the Western Region, particularly around the coast due less day light and man-days as rainy days were predominant.
Seasonal rainfall amounts recorded as of 20th August shows that, the Western Third is leading with Sibanor recording a total of 544.9mm highest throughout the country so far, whilst Banjul recorded the 215.2mm lowest in the Third. In the Middle third Sapu recorded the highest of 333.2mm and Janjanbureh recorded the lowest of 125.7mm. In the Eastern Third Fatoto recorded 431.2mm and Basse recorded 528.6mm. (Figure1b).
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      Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 11th –20th July 2014.
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – August 20th 2014.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 20th August 2014, stood at 331.6mm, 26% below the country average for last year (20th August 2013; 453.2mm), and 27% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period:456.0mm). Meanwhile, seasonal rainfall totals for individual regions show that only Basse and Fatoto (Upper River Region) have not recorded any deficit compared to last year and with the exception of Basse all other stations are in deficit compared to the long term mean (Table 1).

Table 1: 2014 seasonal rainfalls as of August 20th 2014, compared to that of last year and the long term mean (1981_2010).
	Station Name
	Seasonal total for 2nd  dekad August 2014 
	Seasonal total for 2nd  dekad August 2013
	Dekadal normal for  2nd Dekad August  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2014 and 2013 2nd dekad of August comparisons
	Deficit or surplus for 2014  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	393.2
	624.1
	459.4
	-230.9
	
	-66.2
	

	Sibanor
	544.9
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	

	Jenoi
	266.1
	443.7
	655.4
	-177.6
	
	-389.3
	

	Banjul
	215.2
	341.6
	423.3
	-126.4
	
	-208.1
	

	Kerewan
	294.4
	381.2
	439.9
	-86.8
	
	-145.5
	

	Kaur
	183.9
	247.1
	420.5
	-63.2
	
	-236.6
	

	Janjanbureh
	125.7
	495.8
	445.0
	-370.1
	
	-319.3
	

	Sapu
	333.2
	752.1
	470.4
	-418.9
	
	-137..2
	

	Basse
	528.6
	470.1
	477.4
	
	+58.5
	
	+51.2

	Fatoto
	431.2
	323.4
	456.0
	
	+107.8
	-24.8
	


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures in this dekad, like in the previous dekad show little variations across the country, they fluctuated between 26oC in the Western Third to 28oC in the Eastern Third. Maximum temperatures were between 30oC over Banjul to 33oC over Fatoto.Lowest minimum temperatures fluctuated between 23oC over Banjul to 25oC over Jenoi, Sapu and  Basse respectively. 
2.4 Winds

Winds were low, moderate and sometimes strong in certain parts of the country with potential to cause structural damage. Strong winds of 64km/h were experienced over Yundum Airport, 33km/h over Kaur and Kerewan, whilst the rest of country experienced light winds.
	


2.5 Sunshine Duration

This dekad has been characterized by increased cloud coverage, thus reducing sunshine duration greatly especially in the Western parts of the country with an average of 2.8hours of sunlight in the dekad. This would hamper drying of wet clothes, solar power generation on-field and other economic activities, particularly in the Western parts of the country. However, in other parts of the country, sunshine duration varies between 4-5hours on average, particularly in the East parts of the country. 
2.6 Relative Humidity

Highest average relative humidity across the country was over 95% and the lowest average relative humidity was 57%. This shows an increased level of moisture content in the atmosphere. Coupled with high temperatures this situation is ideal for rainfall occurrences but a continued recipe for malaria and unfavorable for asthmatic patients.   
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION
Due to favorable rains in this dekad, massive sowing of crops is ongoing in this region for crops like upland rice, and cowpea in particular. Early millet crops are growing well in areas like foni Bondali and Jarrol and weeding is a major activity in these areas.

NORTH BANK REGION

In this Region, there is great improvement in the rainfall situation in this dekad resulting to continuation of planting of crops (cowpea, sesame, rice, and watermelon) by farmers. However some farmers capitalized on the dry spell to weed their fields and it paid dividend as their farms are cleared of weeds and crops are improving.

The appearance of some Army worms in the Jokadu district resulted to replanting of some cereal crops (early millet) as these insects are common during period of dry spells, when they caused damage to already emerging seedlings. Some grasshoppers were also spotted on some vegetation but not significant.

LOWER RIVER REGION
Planting of nurseries for swamp rice is in progress in this region, the sowing of upland crops (cowpea) is in progress for the whole region, while few farmers are still planting maize. Weeding is in progress for both early and late millets. There is no report on pest or disease outbreak of crops in this region.

CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH
Major activities in the lowland areas is ploughing and transplanting of rice, whereas on the upland areas sowing of cowpea is in progress (late acquisition of cowpea seeds).Weeding is in progress on some groundnut, early millet and maize fields.

CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

Farmers in this region are busy trying to consolidate already existing crops by weeding and applying fertilizers; Crops are growing better as a result of much improved rains but farmers are skeptical as to whether this pattern would continue to their favour.

UPPER RIVER REGION
Agricultural activities in this region continue to vary. Some farmers are busy weeding while others are planting (cowpea). Crops development are also at different levels, some maize crops are tasseling, others are forming cobs, while some are at seedling stages, this situation also applies to some millet fields. Some groundnuts fields in Kantora are fully established ,growing well, yet in the same district some farmers who were affected by the dry spell are still planting.
4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
N/A
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
PESTS AND DISEASES

BIRDS

The reviewed dekad was characterised by the presence and continuous damage of the red-billed quelea birds (Quelea quelea) at the rice fields. These pests are becoming more destructive than even the native village weaverbirds. They are presently hanging around more in the Central River Regions (North and South) where rice production is done in both dry and wet seasons.  
INSECTS AND RELATED ARTHROPOD PESTS

The infestation of insects and related pests during the current dekad is not significant as the last dry spells have apparently suppressed the growth and development of some species. However, minor outbreaks of some termites and armyworms were reported in some localised areas in the country. In addition the following incidences have been observed:

· Leaf-eating beetles (Nisotra sp. and Ootheca mutabilis) on particularly okra, sorrel and spinach;

· Spiralling whiteflies (Aleurodicus dispersus) on several horticultural crops and ornamentals;

· Mango mealy bugs (Rastrococcus invadens) on mangoes;
· Pink hibiscus mealy bugs (Maconellicoccus hirsutus) on particularly citrus and diverse ornamental plants and the natural vegetation, too;

· Red spider mites (Tetranychus urticae) on several vegetables, particularly the solanaceous plants, e.g. tomato, bitter tomato and garden egg;

· Fruit flies (Bactrocera spp.) on fruit trees, large peppers and tomatoes;

· Variegated grasshoppers (Zonocerus variegatus) on vegetables.
WEEDS
Weeds such as sedges are problematic in some crop fields, particularly in vegetable gardens. In several rice fields wild rice (Oryza longistaminata and Oryza barthii), water lily (Nymphaea sp.) and other aquatic weeds were observed to be highly competing with rice.

DISEASES
Disease incidences were insignificant in the course of the dekad under review. 
4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul August 23rd 2014
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